Offertory Prayer

Gracious God, in this season of anticipation, we offer our gifts with hopeful
hearts. As we prepare for the fullness of your kingdom, may these offerings
be a sign of our readiness and desire to live attentively. Use them to bring
justice, righteousness, and joy to our world. Surprise us with your presence
and help us to look up, to pay attention, and to embrace the hope you bring.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Offertory
*Doxology UMH 94
HOLY COMMUNION
*Closing Hymn People, Look East UMH 202
1. People, look east. The time is near 4. Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim
Of the crowning of the year. One more light the bowl shall brim,
Make your house fair as you are able, Shining beyond the frosty weather,
Trim the hearth and set.the table. Bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today: People, look east and sing today:
Love, the guest, is on the way. Love, the star, is on the way.
2. Furrows, be glad. Though earthis bare, 5 angels, announce with shouts of mirth
8;:/?3 T[());eoaer}i?r:asn%ﬁn;ﬁg ;gggiet.o nourish christ who brings new life fo earth.
L { » Set every peak and valley humming
That in course the flower may flourish.  With the word, the Lord is coming. FIRST PALO ALTO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
People, look east and sing today: People, look east and sing today:
Love, the rose, is on the way. Love, the Lord, is on the way.

3. Birds, though you long have ceased to build,
Guard the nest that must be filled.

Even the hour when wings are frozen

God for fledging time has chosen.

People, look east and sing today:

Love, the bird, is on the way.

*Benediction Reverend Burke Owens

*Alleluia
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Congregation: While fear, anxiety, misinformation, and suspicion

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF PALO ALTO surround us on every side, we choose to watch and wait in hope,
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT preparing our hearts to notice and cooperate with God’s grace already

at work in our midst.
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Reader Two: We light this candle of hope as a sign of our
commitment to pay attention and prepare for the days that are
Prelude surely coming and are already here—the days when God’s kin-dom
of love, justice, and mercy will reign.

Welcome Reverend Burke Owens . . .
Children's Moment Reverend Gerardo Garcia Palacios
Passing the Peace
g Anthem Advent Promise Douglas Wagner
Life of the Community Emily King Tongan Anthem
*Call to Worship Emily King

Scripture Luke 1:26-55 Bill Davidson

Children of God, pay attention! The days are coming when God’s peace will reign ]
and all creation will flourish under the reign of our Creator. Message  Journey to Bethlehem: Elizabeth, Mary and the Angels
The days are surely coming!

Children of God, prepare your hearts! The days are coming and are already here )

when God will come near and show us how to recognize God’s reign among us. Moment of Silence
The days are surely coming and are already here!

Children of God, be alert and listen! God has come near to build the kin-dom on

the earth here and now. Will you Jo|n in? Pl‘ayers Of the People Reverend Burke OWGI’]S
The days are surely coming and are already here! We come to prepare our
hearts to pay attention, to listen, and to follow God’s call to build the kin-dom

Reverend Burke Owens

of earth as it is in heaven. Amen. Lord in your mercy, Lord, fgr these gifts,
hear our prayer. we give you thanks!
*Hymn Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus UMH 196 ,
*Lord’s Prayer
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 2. Born thy people to deliver, Our Creator who art in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom
born to set thy people free; born a child and yet a King, come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
from our fears and sins release us, born to reign in us forever, daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
let us find our rest in thee. now thy gracious kingdom bring. trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
Israel's strength and consolation, By thine own eternal spirit evil, for yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
hope of all the earth thou art; rule in all our hearts alone;
dear desire of every nation, by thine all sufficient merit, Hymn Give Thanks FWS 2036
joy of every longing heart. raise us to thy glorious throne.
C Give thanks with a grateful heart,
Lighting the Advent Candle give thanks to the Holy One,
O Come, O Come Emmanuel UMH 211, v.1 %gseughgﬂﬁztbﬁgas%sﬁ he’s given
Reader One: From deep in the past, Jeremiah calls to us, “The days are And now let the weak say “I am strong”;
surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to let the poor say “I am rich )
the house of Israel and the house of Judah” (Jeremiah 33:14). Beloved, because of what the Lord has done for us.
the days are surely coming when the yearning of the land; the longing of Give thanks!

the sun, moon, and stars; the desperate need of the people of earth for
flourishing and peace will receive their fulfillment. Invitation to the Offering Emily King



