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Rather than devotion to religion, 
Dickens’ belief is one of active 
engagement, of doing to others 
as you would have them do unto 
you. Christmas can be, “a 
touchstone … drawing forth the 
gold of generosity ordinarily 
crusted over with selfish habit, an 
earnest of the truth that our 
natures are not entirely devoted 
to competitive struggle.”  
Scrooge’s dream causes him to 
change his perspective so that 
the coin of the realm is not 
gold but human kindness, not 
achievement in wealth or power 
but of the ability to do good by 
sharing what one has with those 
who have less. Ultimately it is the 
acknowledgement that all of us 
are on the same path, leading 
from birth to death, and sharing 
this journey, making it bearable 
rather than burdensome for one 
another. 

A Christmas Carol’s greatest 
popularity and spiritual success 
has been as a text for dramatic 
entertainment with more than 
250 dramatizations, adaptations, 
musicals, operas, cartoons, and 
pastiches presented between 
1940 and 1988 alone. The power 
of the storytelling, with its true-
to-life compelling characters, 

December Worship Series
Including Advent Sermons Informed by
A Christmas Carol in prose being a Ghost 
Story of Christmas, by Charles Dickens, 1843 
Various readings and lessons with commentary will form the base of 
our worship for the four Sundays in Advent. A Christmas Carol is a 
parable for our times, as the author transforms the characters, 
bringing the key lessons of Christ to fruition at this holiest of seasons. 

Dec. 3

First Sunday of Advent
Sermon: Stave 1 Ebenezer Scrooge and Jacob Marley 
Scripture: Mark 1: 1-8

Dec. 10

Second Sunday of Advent
Sermon: Staves 2 and 3 
The Ghosts of Christmas Past and Christmas Present
Scripture: Matthew 1: 18-25

Dec. 17

Third Sunday of Advent
Sermon: Staves 3 and 4 
The Children’s Ghosts and Christmas Yet to Come
Scripture: Luke 1: 26-38

Dec. 24
morning

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sermon: Stave 5 Scrooge’s Reclamation and The End of It
Scripture: Luke 2: 8-20

Dec. 24
evening

Christmas Eve 
5 p.m. Family Service Scripture: Luke 2: 1-20
11 p.m. Candlelight Service Scripture: Matthew 1: 18-25

Dec. 31

First Sunday after Christmas
Sermon: Jesus Blesses Creation in the New Year
Scripture: Psalm 8

Pastor’s Corner from page 2

What’s a Stave?
If you are musically inclined, 
you may know that stave is 
another word for staff, the lines 
on which notes are written. 

In his book, A Christmas Carol, 
Dickens’ presents the chapters 
as staves, suggesting that the 
book is like a song, a carol. 

-to-life compelling characters, maintains its currency so that new 
generations see and appreciate the simple, yet effective way one man is 
renewed by his own ghosts, from deadened, self-centered, greedy ego 
to awakened, compassionate, generous soul. 

Thank you, Mr. Dickens for translating the essential lessons that Jesus 
taught 2,000 years ago into a modern tale, that like the Gospels, never 
grows old.

Merry Christmas to all, and may God bless us, everyone!

Pastor Burke
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https://lifemoves.tfaforms.net/f/holidayin-kinddonations
https://lifemoves.tfaforms.net/f/holidayin-kinddonations
https://lifemoves.tfaforms.net/f/
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https://www.thesfco.org/main-stage-202324https://www.thesfco.org/main-stage-202324
https://peninsulacantare.org/concerts/
https://peninsulacantare.org/
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?ticketing=vom
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/z_brm1jU-9fsZVP0Hqqgng
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/z_brm1jU-9fsZVP0Hqqgng
https://pwchorus.ticketspice.com/a-candlelit-homecoming
https://ragazzi.org/
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Missionary Katherine Parker Visited FUMCPA in November

http://bokashi.blogspot.com/
mailto:ktparker@gmail.com
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October 2023 Income and Expense Summary
October 2023 

Actual
Actual YTD 

2023
Budget YTD 

2023
Budget 

Annual 2023

Income 32,236 319,564 270,612 386,556

Total Member Giving 21,914 185,628 161,269 220,500

Total Income All Other Sources 54,151 505,192 431,881 607,056

Expense

Conference Tithe 5,949 48,929 40,413 52,000

Council on Ministries 784 12,308 33,300 41,650

Staff Parish Relations 27,889 319,037 350,969 418,563

Office and Finance 1,042 12,992 16,742 20,100

Board of Trustees 4,298 167,669 176,535 200,700

Total Expenses 39,962 560,935 617,958 733013

Excess (Deficit) of Income over Expense 14,189 -55,743 -186,078 -125,957

The Finance Committee thanks you for your generous and gracious 
support and requests that you continue to keep your pledges 
current. Please direct inquiries to Lou Bellardo: lou@bellardo.com

mailto:lou@bellardo.com
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Information for the January 2024 
issue of the Insights newsletter is due 
Dec. 10. Photos for the January issue will be 
accepted through Dec. 17. Include event date 
and description plus photographer’s name. 
Everything is subject to editing. Please send 
your submissions via email to Insights Editor 
Michele W. Conway: insightsfirstpa@gmail.com 
or bring them to the church office. Thank you.

2 Deck the Halls, 9 a.m.

3 First Sunday of Advent
UWF card sales, Boy Scout wreath sales, after 

morning worship
Lessons and Carols, 7 p.m.

5 Church Conference, 5 p.m. 
SPRC, 7 p.m. (Zoom)

7 UWF Cookie Plate Assembly, 10 a.m.

9 Caroling All Around the Town, 3 p.m.

10 Second Sunday of Advent
UWF card sales, after morning worship
Last day for LifeMoves gift collection
Last day to order poinsettias
Deadline for Insights January issue

12 Trustees, 7:30 p.m. (Zoom)

17 Third Sunday of Advent
Community Carol Sing, 4:30 p.m.
Photo deadline for Insights January issue

19 Finance, 7:30 p.m. (Zoom)

24 Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christmas Eve
Family Service, 5 p.m. 
Candlelight Service, 11 p.m.

25 Christmas
Church office closed

26 Church office closed 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
➜ Masks are recommended for in-person 
activities. Some activities meet online via Zoom, 
as noted.

➜ Church office hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Doors are kept locked. 
Please phone the office or ring the electronic door 
bell to be admitted. Masks are recommended.

Sundays
10:00 a.m. Sunday School for ages 3-11
10:45 a.m. Worship, in person and live-

streamed. Check firstpaloalto.com
or Friday e-news for the link. 

11:45 a.m. Reflection After Worship
Snack ’n Chat 

12:15 p.m. Couples Group (alternate weeks)
5:00 p.m. Fellowship Friends (alternate weeks)
6:00 p.m. Covenant Class (Zoom)  

Mondays
7:00 p.m. Social Justice movie discussions 

(Zoom) See e-news for details. 
7:00 p.m. Fiume di Musica Rehearsal

Tuesdays
8:50 a.m. Walking Group
Noon Current Affairs Fellowship (Zoom) 

Wednesdays
7:00 p.m. Upstream Contemporary Worship 

(Zoom)
7:15 p.m. Bible Study (Zoom)

Thursdays
1:00 p.m. Call to Prayer
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

https://firstpaloalto.com/giving/
http://firstpaloalto.com/
mailto:insightsfirstpa@gmail.com
https://firstpaloalto.com/giving/



