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All Saints Day To Be Observed Nov. 12
by Pamela Cutkosky and Pastor Burke Owens

In worship Sunday, Nov. 12, we will remember our dearly departed 
and honor them as the saints they are. In our 10:45 a.m. worship, 
we will remember them by name in the sanctuary and we will chime 
the bells in their memory. 

The Chancel Choir, along 
with instrumentalists, 
soloists, and organist Diane 
Keller, will present “Behold 
This Mystery” by composer 
Daniel Gawthrop. 

The All Saints Day service is 
one of the most meaningful 
of the church year. 

While Nov. 1 is traditionally 
observed in the Catholic 
Church as a day to honor 
certified or more precisely 
beatified Saints, here we 
will honor the saints we 
have known in our lives and 
from our church who have made a difference. By remembering 
these everyday saints, we honor the soulful world beyond our sight 
and ken, where all who lived travel after they pass on and where we 
ourselves will journey too … one day. 

Pastor Burke and Char Cutkosky are collecting the names of those 
saints of our church who should be remembered and named. The 
congregation is also encouraged to bring pictures of loved ones who 
have passed on to display in the sanctuary Nov. 12.

We see them now with the eye of memory, 

Their faults forgiven, their virtues grown larger.

So does goodness live, and weakness fades from sight.

We remember them with gratitude and bless their names. ❖

A Season of Abundance 
with Stewardship
by Julianne Stafford and the 
Finance Committee

During October, you’ve had a chance 
to learn about some of the folks with 
whom you worship, through the 
Stewardship Moments. Tom, Emily, 
Carol, Nancy, Sumith, Julianne, and 
Pastor Burke shared experiences of 
giving their own resources to 
support our church community. 
These are the practical stories 
surrounding the Stewardship 
campaign.

These folks talked about what makes 
giving to FUMCPA meaningful for 
them, and how they have planned 
their giving. They shared about 
participating in worship, fellowship 
groups, community outreach, and 
other FUMCPA gatherings that 
inspire and connect them.

Oct. 29 was Consecration Sunday, 
when we asked for God’s blessings 
on the estimates of giving for the 
coming year. If you have not 
returned your estimate of giving for 
next year, please take a moment to 
complete and return that card to 
church. This makes possible the 
planning for the coming year.

Blessings to you and thank you 
always for being a vital part of this 
faith community. ❖

650-323-6167  info@firstpaloalto.com
www.FirstPaloAlto.com
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Thanksgiving is coming up later 
this month, one of the great 
holidays in the year and most 
reflective of our American 
heritage. For it is the result of 
those who fled the old world, 
looking for a place where they 
could worship as they saw fit, a 
place where God could be 
appreciated and acknowledged in 
all the ways a child of God is 
inspired to worship. 

Blessings to you and yours,

Pastor Burke

November Worship Series

Building Gratitude in Heart and Soul       
“If you concentrate on finding whatever is good in every situation, you 
will discover that your life will suddenly be filled with gratitude, a 
feeling that nurtures the soul.” —Rabbi Harold Kushner

Gratitude is a part of faith that takes time to build and realize. Through 
patient efforts, the way we live and gratitude for what we are given can 
become more and more prevalent in our lives. But realizing gratitude 
in our day-to-day existence takes effort, practice, and kindness toward 
ourselves, the world and God. Like growing roses or orchids, 
establishing gratitude successfully requires us to pay attention to our 
often-contrary patterns of behavior and thought. Rarely does gratitude 
come naturally to us, for it is a unique flower which thrives on 
selflessness and self-sacrifice, making it quite rare to be embodied in a 
human being. 

This month we celebrate Thanksgiving, so let us consider gratitude and 
its elegant, altruistic workings in the heart and soul.

Nov. 5

Holy Communion. 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: 1 Kings 8:65-66
Sermon: Gratitude for this wonderful world

Nov. 12

All Saints Day. 24th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Colossians 3:12-17
Sermon: For all the Saints!

Nov. 19

25th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Psalm 100
Sermon: Thanksgiving for all our blessings

Nov. 26

Christ the King Sunday
Scripture: Luke 7:36-50
Sermon: Gratitude for this church and its beloved community

 

A Time of 
Reflection 
After 
Worship
Our worship 
time each 
Sunday morning 
is a great 

blessing, a chance to sing, pray, 
enjoy music, and honor God. 

Yet at times, the movement from 
worship in the sanctuary to snack 
and chat on the patio is too quick 
a transition. 

After reflecting on this, I offer an 
opportunity on Sundays, after 
worship from noonish to about 
12:30, for folks to gather and 
reflect on the worship experience 
or simply sit in the quiet of their 
soul. Not required but available 
to all who would like to 
participate. Come to Kohlstedt 
Hall after worship for 30 
minutes, beginning Sunday, 
Nov. 12. 

Questions? Ask Pastor Burke. ❖

Pastor’s Corner from p. 2
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Joy of Giving Campaign Invites Your Input
by Nancy Glaser, Chair, Social Action Committee

On behalf of the Social Action Committee, I want to introduce the Joy 
of Giving Campaign for 2023. The Joy of Giving has been a holiday 
tradition at our church for many years. It is an opportunity to show 
Christ’s love both to people in our local community and the world 
through donations at Christmas. 

Six nonprofit organizations will be listed in the Joy of Giving brochure. 
These can be organizations you suggest to the Social Action Committee 
yourselves. The preferred criteria are as follows:

• A qualified 501 c (3) nonprofit organization
• An organization you can vouch for as a donor or board member
• A small nonprofit organization where our collective donation can 

make a real difference

If you have an organization for our committee to consider, please send 
the contact information and website to glasernancy@gmail.com by the 
closing date of Nov. 10.

Through the Joy of Giving, donors will indicate to which listed 
organization(s) their financial gifts should be allocated. All gifts are tax 
deductible.

You should see the Joy of Giving brochure in your bulletin starting in 
late November. It will give you the details for the nonprofit 
organizations selected and the instructions for giving to the 
organizations of your choice.

Consider giving a gift in honor of someone on your Christmas list. This 
makes a very thoughtful gift! ❖

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x1a8uAgje-8dTfwGAicT4jfYGSQ2YUK1meeOWlRPxdl1YzobNDOqExusiAiLTuMtoo6-d3DQA40Rqw3EBWBnq49OLO7Dg8yDfJe-osqoHKPelRMIUQO1ws0MDmjSxQn1PNu4dk3RU8TgnE-2Qc-mSA==
mailto:glasernancy@gmail.com
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Trunk-and-Treat, organized by First UMC Palo Alto Children’s Ministry, was held in our 
parking lot Oct. 29. Church members as well as families from the local community came 
dressed in costume to collect treats and decorate pumpkins and cookies at this fun event. 

Children’s Ministry thanks our decorated-car volunteers: Rick and Diane Allen, Pamela and 
Char Cutkosky, Curt and Carol Gleason, Jeff and Emily King, Sumith and Gladys Kalas, 

Debbie Krueger, Susan Stephens, Mike McCartney, plus Pastor Burke and Caroline and Pastor Gerardo and 
Ana Espinoza. 

Thanks also to Rick and Diane for the games corner; to Dan Evans for his pet snake; to Pam Cutkosky, Mira 
Dabrowski, Juana Reynoso, Debbie Krueger, Sarah Joy Espinoza Evans, and Emily King for staffing our 
pumpkin painting, cookie decorating, and church information tables; and to Dan Fifita and Pastor Gerardo 
for keeping the event running smoothly!

More than 80 people attended the “Twilight” concert after Trunk-and-Treat. Thank you, Pastor Burke and 
Diane Keller, for a spook-tacular evening of scary tales and spine-tingling organ music!  ❖ 

Photos by Ben Conway
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Special thanks to all who helped 
present the Mystical Poetry 
Salon last month. Fiume di 
Musica was outstanding, and the 
technical help of Bill, Scott, and 
Steve made the event viewable 
and available to experience later. 

Pastor Burke plans to offer 
another salon early in the New 
Year.

Many thanks to those who  
contributed soup, breads, and 
cookies on World Communion 
Sunday for our soup and bread 
lunch Oct. 1.

Thank you to Mary Lou Wood, 
Steve Wood, Peter Colby, Orlene 
Fingar, Nancy Glaser, Linda  
Grossman, Janet Nicholls, Mike 
McCartney, Carol Kumer, Mira 
Dabrowski, and Sandra Florstedt. 

And a special thanks to Carol, 
Mira, and Linda for setting up 
and cleaning up. ❖ 

need, set up and take down 
tables, and in dozens of other 
ways do the “invisible” but 
essential tasks that make First 
Church the wonderful place that 
it is. I’m sure that every member 
of the staff and those who 
volunteer would appreciate a 
smile or simple thank you. Saying 
“thanks” will make both of you 
feel happier. Try it. ❖
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To a Mouse
Wee, sleekit, cow’rin, 

tim’rous beastie,

O, what a panic’s in thy 
breastie!

Thou need na start awa sae 
hasty,

Wi’ bickering brattle!

I wad be laith to rin an’ chase 
thee,

Wi’ murd’ring pattle!

I’m truly sorry man’s 
dominion,

Has broken nature’s social 
union,

An’ justifies that ill opinion,

Which makes thee startle

At me, thy poor, earth-born 
companion,

An’ fellow-mortal!

But, Mousie, thou art no thy 
lane, 

In proving foresight may be 
vain;

The best-laid schemes o’ mice 
an ‘men

Gang aft agley,

An’lea’e us nought but grief 
an’ pain,

For promis’d joy!

Still thou art blest, compar’d 
wi’ me

The present only toucheth 
thee:

But, Och! I backward cast my 
e’e.

On prospects drear!

An’ forward, tho’ I canna see,

I guess an’ fear!

—Robert Burns
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What’s New in the Church Library? 
by Char Cutkosky

November is Native American Heritage Month. For the occasion, we’d 
like to highlight the recently published Never Whistle at Night: An 
Indigenous Dark Fiction Anthology. This anthology, edited by Shane 
Hawk and Theodore C. Van Alst Jr., collects short horror stories by 
contemporary indigenous authors, all inspired by traditional lore and 
folkways. 

The title refers to a common piece of lore across the Americas and Pacific 
Islands that whistling at night can bring bad luck and supernatural 
attention, though the entity summoned through whistling varies from 
place-to-place. In Hawaii, you run the risk of summoning the ghosts of 
ancient warriors; in parts of Mexico, you might find yourself face-to-face 
with an owl witch. 

Dip into Never Whistle and explore a wealth of folktales with a modern 
twist. ❖

https://www.baychoralguild.org/tickets.html
https://www.symphonysanjose.org/buy-tickets/ticket-buying-options/
https://www.symphonysanjose.org/buy-tickets/ticket-buying-options/
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Information for the combined 
December-January issue of the 
Insights newsletter is due Nov. 20.
Photos of church events are accepted at any 
time. Include photographer’s name, date of 
the photo, and a brief description of the event. 
Everything is subject to editing. Please send 
your submissions via email to Insights Editor 
Michele W. Conway: insightsfirstpa@gmail.com 
or bring them to the church office. Thank you!

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
➜ Masks are recommended for in-person 
activities. Some activities meet online via Zoom, 
as noted. Hybrid activities can be attended in 
person or via Zoom. 

➜ Church office hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Doors are kept locked. 
Please phone the office or ring the electronic door 
bell to be admitted. Masks are recommended.

Sundays
10:00 a.m. Sunday School for ages 3-11
10:45 a.m. Worship, in person and live-

streamed. Check firstpaloalto.com
or Friday e-news for the link. 

11:45 a.m. Snack ’n Chat (after worship)
12:15 p.m. Couples Group, alternate Sundays
6:00 p.m. Covenant Class (Zoom)  

Mondays
7:00 p.m. Social Justice movie discussions 

(Zoom) See e-news for details. 
7:00 p.m. Fiume di Musica Rehearsal

Tuesdays
10:00 a.m. Walking Group
Noon Current Affairs Fellowship (Zoom) 

Wednesdays
7:00 p.m. Upstream Contemporary Worship 

(Zoom)
7:15 p.m. Bible Study (Zoom)

Thursdays
1:00 p.m. Call to Prayer
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

No v emb e r
4 Dr. Bobbie Corson, 2:30 p.m.

5 Daylight Savings Time ends

7 SPRC, 7:00 p.m. (Zoom)

10 Closing date for Joy of Giving suggestions

12 All Saints Day
Missionary Katherine Parker, 5 p.m.
Fellowship Friends, 5 p.m.

14 Trustees, 7:30 p.m. (Zoom)

19 UWF card sales begin on the patio after worship

20 Insights deadline for December-January  issue

21 Finance, 7:30 p.m. (Zoom)

23 Thanksgiving
Church office closed

24 Church office closed

26 United Methodist Student Day, special offering
Fellowship Friends, 5 p.m.

28 Church Council, 7:30 p.m. (Zoom)

Save the Date: Church Conference on Dec. 5 at 
5 p.m. All church members are encouraged to attend. 
District Superintendent Samuel Hong will preside. 
Conference topics: pastor compensation, Centennial 
Endowment Fund grants, membership report.

https://firstpaloalto.com/giving/
http://firstpaloalto.com/
mailto:insightsfirstpa@gmail.com
https://firstpaloalto.com/giving/



