
625 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301-2016

October Special 
Events to Enjoy
World Communion Sunday
Soup and bread lunch
Sunday, Oct. 1, after worship
UMC Special Sunday offering 
supports racial and ethnic 
scholarships for students 
pursuing ministry and leadership 
training in the U.S. and around 
the world.

Mystic Poetry Salon 
Friday, Oct. 13, at 7:00 p.m.
Featuring the poems of Jelauddin 
Rumi with classical music from 
Fiume di Musica. Rumi was a 
great Sufi poet, mystic, 
theologian, and community leader 
in 13th century Turkey.

Trunk and Treat
Sunday, Oct. 29, at 4:30 p.m. 
Fun and treats for all ages. Wear 
your favorite costume. 

Twilight: A Haunted Concert 
of Halloween Classics!             
Sunday, Oct. 29, at 6:30 p.m.
Join Diane Keller and Pastor 
Burke for an eerie concert of All 
Hallows organ pieces and spooky 
tales. Family-friendly and open to 
all! A suggested free will offering 
will benefit the upkeep of the 
church organ. ❖

650-323-6167  info@firstpaloalto.com
www.FirstPaloAlto.com
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October Worship Series

Fall Is the Season of Stewardship             
All of us are integral to the success of this church. For it is only when 
we join together, combining our resources and talents that we can 
build a vital, God-filled community for everyone; a place where open 
hearts and open minds thrive because our church provides open doors, 
an entryway to spirit and grace. So, by your giving, this church is 
sustained and able to share Christ’s love with all the world.

Oct. 1

Holy Communion. 18th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Psalm 67
Sermon: God’s Grace

Oct. 8

19th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Deuteronomy 14: 22-26
Sermon: Stewardship: Mirroring God’s gifts 

Oct. 15

20th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: 1 Timothy 3: 1-13
Sermon: The church is a model of the Kingdom

Oct. 22

21st Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Galatians 1: 13-24
Sermon: Stewarding Silicon Valley, Palo Alto, and our church

Oct. 29

Reformation Sunday. 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Also Consecration Sunday
Scripture: Psalm 90: 1-6, 13-17
Sermon: Lutherans, Presbyterians, and Methodists

We raise funds annually for our church budget and the day to day 
running of this faith community including repairs, maintenance, and 
monthly bills like utilities, water, payroll, annual conference tithing 
and such for 
next year. Your 
support and 
gifts are vital 
to our church 
and deeply 
appreciated. 
Questions? 
Please ask 
Finance Chair, 
Julianne 
Stafford or 
Pastor Burke. ❖

Pastor’s Corner from page 2

Each of us chooses how we 
respond to life, how we engage 
with others and how we relate to 
God. It is important that we 
choose wisely so that we can live 
full, deep lives reflective of God’s 
eternal generosity of spirit. First 
United Methodist Church of Palo 
Alto is a place where a generous 
community, welcoming all, can 
share its love and grace all the 
time. 

See you Sunday in church!

Blessings,

Pastor Burke
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First School Closes After 48 Years of Community Childcare



6 First Palo Alto United Methodist Church



INSIGHTS  October 2023 7

Message from the Rudko’s in Ukraine
Janet Nicholls, who encourages us faithfully every Sunday to pray for 
the people of Ukraine and St. John’s United Methodist Church in Lviv, 
has recently received an email from the Rudko family who attended 
church here several years ago while living in the U.S.  

Lyubomyr wrote Sept. 25: 

Thank you for remembering us and for your prayers; we are safe. 
There were several strikes in Lviv during the last weeks, but we are 
used to having air missile alerts, so life goes as usual – Yula goes to 
work; I’m also working, which is good, because I’m a bit concerned 
about finding work, as some companies are leaving Ukraine and 
do not hire software engineers, but I’m working currently. 

Adam is studying in his last year of school, so will be entering 
university next year (we call college university in Ukraine). He 
looks more adult now, and he still wants to be a software engineer, 
as before. We are thinking [of] maybe sending him to study 
abroad, but maybe he will just stay with us. Looks like the war will 
last for years, not sure if it is safe for him to stay....

We pray constantly for our victory and for the people that do 
sacrifice themselves for the future of Ukraine. 

I watch from time to time YouTube videos of worship at your 
church and remember how welcoming you were to us. Thank you 
for remembering us. 

God bless you all, 
Lyubomyr and Yulia and Adam

Please continue to support the family, the Lviv church, and the people 
of Ukraine with your prayers. Read about The United Methodist 
Church’s response to the crisis in Ukraine at 
https://umcmission.org/story/umcors-response-to-the-crisis-in-
ukraine/. ❖

New in the Church Library
by Char Cutkosky

Cozy up this October with the 
first book in the new NYT 
bestselling mystery series “Tita 
Rosie’s Kitchen Mysteries.” 
Arsenic and Adobo by Mia P. 
Manansala is a quintessential 
cozy mystery with baking, family 
businesses, a cute pet dachshund, 
and a mystery to solve. 

Lila Macapagal returns home 
to work at—and hopefully help 
resurrect—her Tita (Aunt) Rosie's 
Filipino restaurant. The situation 
only becomes more complicated 
when Lila’s nasty ex—who just so 
happens to be a harsh food critic
—shows up, and then keels over 
from poisoning in Tita Rosie’s 
restaurant. The police look to Lila 
as a suspect, but Lila’s network of 
nosy-but-loving relatives know 
there’s more to the story, and set 
out to solve the mystery and help 
clear Lila’s name.

Have a warm and cozy autumn, 
and as always, happy reading! ❖

United Women in Faith hosted Caroline Owens at a luncheon Sept. 21. 
UWF made plans for their program year.  Photo by Pamela Cutkosky

https://umcmission.org/story/umcors-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
https://umcmission.org/story/umcors-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
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Football Fun
A group of 25 grabbed tickets for 
the Family Ministries football 
game outing as Stanford took on 
(and lost to) Sacramento State on 
Sept. 16 at Stanford Stadium.

Ana, Gerardo, Nancy, John—and 
Annie—were decked out in red. 
(below)

Jeff, Emily and Louisa and Chad, 
Azi and Jasmine took in the action 
from our block of seats. (at right)

Annie made the Jumbotron twice.

Photos by Pamela Cutkosky

https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?ticketing=vom
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?ticketing=vom
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OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
10/13/2018 Joseph Witte and 

Caety Chong

10/19/2019 Maurine and Kai Tong

10/21/1995 Dave Gee and 
Angela Chen

August 2023 Income and Expense Summary
August 2023 

Actual
Actual YTD 

2023
Budget YTD 

2023
Budget 

Annual 2023

Income 54,118 267,906 226,520 386,556
Total Member Giving 21,732 145,688 128,961 220,500
Total Income All Other Sources 75,850 413,595 355,481 607,056

Expenses
Conference Tithe 6,361 39,268 32,913 52,000
Council on Ministries 940 10,481 27,020 41,650
Staff Parish Relations 52,518 259,077 280,125 418,563
Office and Finance 1,572 10,606 13,383 20,100
Board of Trustees 19,848 140,149 139,600 200,700
Total Expenses 81238.81 459581.01 493,042 733,013

Excess (Deficit) of Income over Expense -5,389 -45,986 -137,560 -125,957

The Finance Committee thanks you for your generous and gracious 
support and requests that you continue to keep your pledges 
current. Please direct inquiries to Lou Bellardo: lou@bellardo.com
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Information for the next issue of the 
Insights newsletter is due Oct. 20.
Photos of church events are accepted at any 
time. Include photographer’s name, date of 
the photo, and a brief description of the event. 
Everything is subject to editing. Please send 
your submissions via email to Insights Editor 
Michele W. Conway: insightsfirstpa@gmail.com 
or bring them to the church office. Thank you!

1 World Communion Sunday: UMC Special 
Sunday offering; soup and bread  lunch

Fellowship Friends, 5:00 p.m.

3 SPRC, 7:00 p.m. (Zoom)

10 Trustees, 7:30 p.m. (Zoom)

13 Mystic Poetry Salon, 7:00 p.m.

17 Finance, 7:30 p.m. (Zoom)

20 Insights deadline for November  issue

21 San Francisco Chamber Orchestra concert, 
7:30 p.m. (free, donations appreciated) 

29 Consecration Sunday
Trunk-and-Treat, 4:30 p.m.
Twilight: A Haunted Concert of Halloween 

Classics, 6:30 p.m. 

November dates to note: 
4 Dr. Bobbie Corson

12 All Saints Day
12 Missionary Katherine Parker

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
➜ Masks are recommended for in-person 
activities. Some activities meet online via Zoom, 
as noted. Hybrid activities can be attended in 
person or via Zoom. 

➜ Church office hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Doors are kept locked. 
Please phone the office or ring the electronic door 
bell to be admitted. Masks are recommended.

Sundays
10:00 a.m. Sunday School for ages 3-11
10:45 a.m. Worship, in person and live-

streamed. Check firstpaloalto.com
or Friday e-news for the link. 

11:45 a.m. Snack ’n Chat (after worship)
12:15 p.m. Couples Group, alternate Sundays
6:00 p.m. Covenant Class (Zoom) resumes 11/5 

Mondays
7:00 p.m. Social Justice movie discussions 

(Zoom) See e-news for details. 
7:00 p.m. Fiume di Musica Rehearsal

Tuesdays
10:00 a.m. Walking Group
Noon Current Affairs Fellowship (Zoom) 

Wednesdays
7:00 p.m. Upstream Contemporary Worship 

(Zoom)
7:15 p.m. Bible Study (Zoom)

Thursdays
1:00 p.m. Call to Prayer
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

http://firstpaloalto.com/
https://firstpaloalto.com/giving/
mailto:insightsfirstpa@gmail.com
https://firstpaloalto.com/giving/
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