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2024 CEF Grant Cycle Is Here
by Jeff King, CEF Chair

The Centennial Endowment Fund (CEF) was established in 1988, 
initially funded by over 100 individuals and families. It was created to 
encourage the Christian stewardship of accumulated, inherited, and 
appreciated resources. 

This year, we celebrate 35 years of faithful stewardship of the 
endowment funds. Thanks to the generosity of members of the church, 
both current and past, the CEF has grown to over $4.5 million.

Annually, the CEF committee solicits proposals to be funded by grants 
from this fund. These grants are intended to be used either as seed 
money to initiate new programs or for special projects that are beyond 
those items normally funded by the annual budget. This is an 
opportunity for visionary ideas to facilitate creative investments in 
FUMC’s future. Proposals for program/mission to be spent outside our 
church are accepted, and they are made better when we, as members, 
would be involved in “hands-on” service along with the grant. In 2023, 
grants and distributions totaling over $126,000 were approved. To date, 
First United Methodist Church of Palo Alto has approved more than 
$2 million in CEF grants.

In early August, a call for proposals will be distributed to the leaders of 
all FUMC church committees outlining our annual grant process. 
Applications will be due by 4:00 p.m., Sept. 15, 2023. 

Applications are not accepted from individuals. Instead, all suggestions 
for use of CEF funds must go through an appropriate church committee 
which will decide whether to submit it to the CEF Committee for 
consideration. If you are interested in submitting a proposal, please 
reach out to a committee or contact Jeff King 
(steepsandstone@gmail.com) for more information. ❖

We Are Looking for 
Audio/Video Help
by Scott Thomas

Our church has an awesome 
recording setup, used for the 
10:45 a.m. Sunday worship 
services. Please drop in on the 
balcony team to see how it works. 

We need to train a few more 
people on the video and audio 
recording systems. Would you like 
to help once a month? Contact 
Scott Thomas or Bill Nicholls to 
schedule a meeting.

We also need volunteers to run 
audio, lights, projection, and titles 
on Sunday mornings. Some of 
these tasks can be combined, but 
our most urgent need now is for 
video operators.

Archived recordings are available 
on the FUMCPA YouTube channel 
as well as on Blu-ray discs. 

We need help for weddings and 
concerts, too, and these are 
compensated positions.

Come on up and join the team! ❖

Patty Bellardo and Char Cutkosky work on the Anna Lapwood organ 
concert, March 28, 2023. Photo by Scott Thomas

The congregation welcomed Rev. 
Burke Owens, newly appointed 
senior pastor, to the pulpit July 2. 
Photo by Ben Conway

mailto:steepsandstone@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuwcySOuQakKQfC7B1ZEBSw
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Calling all committee chairs and 
small groups:
You’ll want to have a presence at a table on the patio 
after worship, to tell folks about upcoming plans 
and interest new folks in your group’s regular 
activities. 

There will be lunch munchies and tables arranged 
out on the patio. 

You might want to have sign-up sheets, brochures, 
or a poster board. 

See Pam Cutkosky if you need help with materials 
for Rally Day and want to reserve space at a table 
with a sign for your committee or group.

Calling people passionate about 
teaching and sharing their faith:
As we gear up for the new season, we eagerly invite 
you to join us as Sunday School teachers. 

Classes are scheduled from 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
every Sunday, just before our uplifting worship service 
at 10:45 a.m. It’s the perfect opportunity to be part of 
a nurturing and supportive community while 
positively impacting our students’ lives. 

We are thrilled to continue using the enriching 
Cokesbury curriculum, ensuring a comprehensive 
and engaging learning experience for all children 
ages 3–11. ❖
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Updates on Suspension 
and Complaints Against 
Bishop Carcaño 
July 12, 2023

Trial dates have been set for Aug. 
21 through Aug. 25 for the trial of 
Bishop Minerva Carcaño, who after 
complaints were made against her 
has been suspended from her office 
since March of 2022. First United 
Methodist Church of Pasadena has 
been chosen as the venue for the 
trial. Bishop Alfred W. Gwinn, a 
retired bishop from the South-
eastern Jurisdiction, will preside 
over the trial. Rev. R. Preston 
Price, a retired elder in the 
California-Pacific Annual 
Conference, will serve as secretary.

In sharing this information, the 
Book of Discipline (BoD) continues 
to direct our steps as we seek a fair 
process for all. Those interested 
in understanding the process 
moving toward and into a trial can 
review ¶ 2712 in the BoD and the 
surrounding paragraphs for more 
details.

Paragraph 2707 declares that 
church trials “are to be regarded as 
an expedient of last resort.” A 
separate process to determine a 
just resolution is encouraged and 
can occur at any point, “including 
through the judicial proceedings. 
(¶ 2707.5)”

Bishop Sally Dyck, acting Bishop of 
the California Nevada Annual 
Conference, and Bishop Dottie 
Escobedo-Frank, president of the 
Western Jurisdiction College of 
Bishops, ask for prayers, seeking 
God’s wisdom, restoration, and 
healing for all involved. ❖



INSIGHTS  August 2023 7

Communications Committee—We’re New!  
by Pamela Cutkosky

In the spring, Church Council approved splitting the Technology and 
Communications Committee into two separate committees—one for 
Technology and one for Communications. 

The new Communications Committee is responsible for communicating to 
church members and for getting the message out to the community about 
our church. 

Our main ways to communicate with you, the congregation, are:

• Insights, our monthly newsletter/magazine, which comes to you as a pdf 
file in an email or can be snail-mailed to your home

• E-news, which comes to you in a weekly email on Fridays

• Email blasts, a single-subject email sent to you—like Pastor Burke’s letter 
or Diane Allen’s weekly scripture meditations

• Church website, firstpaloalto.com, which has clickable links to the master 
calendar, altar flower signups, Social Action projects, the giving page, etc.

• Bulletin inserts—each Sunday’s worship bulletin contains a calendar for 
the week and highlighted activities

• Announcements by the lay liturgist in Life of the Community during 
worship

• Snail mail—we use it less than we used to, but we still do mass mailings 
of important communications to everyone’s home address

Our main ways to get the message out to the community are:

• Our website—this is where we want people to land when they search 
online for a church

• Social media—we have a Facebook page and Twitter account for the 
church, and many newcomers find our church or find out about our 
activities this way

• Advertising—we have a small budget for purchasing ads in local print and 
online media to promote special services for Advent, Christmas and 
Easter, plus children’s activities and special events

Would you like to be added to our church Constant Contact email list? Just 
call the church office at 650-323-6167 and talk to Char, or email her at 
charlotte@firstpaloalto.com.

Need to get the word out about an event/activity your committee is 
planning? Need a flyer? Wish someone would write an article about your 
event for Insights or the e-news? Contact one of the following people on the 
new Communications Committee:

Chair: Pamela Cutkosky

Insights: Michele Conway

Photography: Ben Conway

At Large: Robert Lasater

Meet & Greet Pastor 
Burke and Caroline
Your Staff Parish Relations 
Committee has been organizing 
small-group gatherings—meet 
& greets—at church members’ 
homes so the congregation can 
get to know Pastor Burke and 
his wife, Caroline.

What’s the agenda? Food, 
fellowship, and the chance to 
tell the Owenses your story and 
what FUMC means to you. 

Five meet & greets were held in 
July. Five more are scheduled 
in late August and September. 
If you haven’t attended one, 
contact Pam Cutkosky at 
pamelareasner@yahoo.com or 
650-328-5208 or Carol Kumer 
at carolkumer@sbcglobal.net or 
650-494-0365. They’ll give you 
upcoming dates and connect 
you with a meet & greet host.

Many thanks to: Jerry Johnson 
and Mary Ann Michel, Marcia 
Sterling, Marilyn Bauriedel, 
Pamela Cutkosky, Janet and 
Bill Nicholls, Linda Grossman, 
Carol and Curt Gleason, Nancy 
Glaser, Phyllis Sherlock, and 
Sandra Wilson and Brian Steen 
for offering to host gatherings 
at their homes. ❖

Website and Social Media: Char Cutkosky

Graphic Design: Char Cutkosky and 
     Karla Ebrahimi ❖

(Sort of)

mailto:carolkumer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pamelareasner@yahoo.com
mailto:charlotte@firstpaloalto.com
http://firstpaloalto.com/
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UWF CONNECTIONS 
by Nancy Olson

Greetings from my recliner!

Many thank yous for the 
wonderful greeting cards I have 
received during a prolonged 
rehab! My daughter arranged 
them on a bulletin board in my 
room. The cards cheered my 
days and warmed my heart. And 
I would love to give each of you 
who have visited a big hug of 
gratitude.

Visits are still encouraged! Please 
schedule with my daughter. She 
is keeping track of the many 
medical personnel visits each day 
and when there is a break, 
usually in late afternoon.

Please join me in a United 
Women in Faith salad potluck 
luncheon meeting, Thursday, 
Sept. 21, in the Patio Room at 
11:30 a.m. We will have lunch, a 
brief business meeting, including 
our pledges to mission, and an 
opportunity to get better 
acquainted with Caroline Owens, 
our special guest.

We will be finished by 1:00 p.m. 
so those who wish may attend 
the weekly Call to Prayer in the 
Wesley Room.

Church Council  Chair: Stephanie Zeller

Chair Hospitality & 
Nurture: Debbie Krueger

Chair Board of 
Trustees: Bud Buttrill

Treasurer:
Lou Bellardo

Chair Worship Ministry: 
Mira Dabrowski

Fijian Lay Leader: 
Mele Bula as interim

Chair Finance:
Julianne Stafford

Chair Discipleship:
Mike McCartney

Chair SPRC:
Tom Fingar

Lay Member to AC:
Brian Steen

Chair Social Action: 
Nancy Glaser

Lay Leader: 
Emily King

Children’s Ministry Rep: 
Emily King

Chair Technology:
Bill Nicholls

UWF Rep:
Nancy Olson

Youth Ministry Rep:

Chair Communications:
Pamela Cutkosky

Chair CEF: 
Jeff King

Young Adult Rep:

New Committee Chairs Approved
At the Church Conference on June 4, the following people were 
nominated and approved as new committee chairs for July 2023-June 
2024:  

Tom Fingar Chair of Staff Parish Relations Committee
Debbie Krueger Chair of Hospitality and Nurture
Julianne Stafford Chair of Finance
Bill Nicholls Chair and Director of Technology
Pamela Cutkosky Chair of Communications

In addition, the Board of Trustees re-elected Bud Buttrill as president, 
Brian Steen as vice president, and Bill Nicholls as corporate secretary. 
Brian Steen also was approved as our delegate to Annual Conference. 

The chart below  shows the Church Council membership, with new and 
returning committee chairs. Thank you to everyone who agreed to serve! 

Nancy Glaser, Social Action Chair, 
(second from right) introduces 
adviser, Dr. Fi Tovo (right), and 
seven (of ten) Kurian Grant 
scholarship recipients from the 
College of San Mateo. The students 
and their adviser joined us for 
worship and celebration on the 
patio June 4. 
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Discipleship: Putting Your Faith to Work
by Mike McCartney, Discipleship Chair

Jesus called on his disciples to share the faith to all peoples. But as 
noted in the Gospel of James (3:17), “Faith without works is dead.”

As we prepare for another church year, we hope to offer a wider range of 
discipleship opportunities to the congregation. At this point, we’re 
focusing on resuming three volunteer hands-on opportunities to make a 
difference.

First, English Together is a program that matches volunteers and 
adult English learners as conversation partners for one-on-one 
coaching.  We’ve participated in this program in the past, and look 
forward to the next cycle beginning this fall.

Here’s how it works: The program is designed to help low-wage 
immigrant workers develop practical English-speaking skills and 
become more confident in using English. The program begins with an 
orientation by the sponsoring Stanford professor. Volunteers meet with 
their immigrant counterpart, either in person or by Zoom, weekly for 
several weeks, breaking down barriers and developing trust. Volunteers 
don’t need to speak Spanish. The goal is to help non-native speakers 
improve their command of everyday English. 

See Mike McCartney or Pastor G on the patio after Sunday services, if 
you might be interested in becoming a volunteer.

Second, two hands-on community 
programs build or upgrade low-
income housing in the Bay Area. 
Our congregation has served both.

Habitat for Humanity improves 
existing housing and builds new 
houses in the Bay Area.

Rebuilding Together Silicon 
Valley is a long-time program 
focused on improvements to 
existing run-down housing.

Construction skills are helpful for 
these programs, but not necessary
—anyone can wield a paint brush!

Again, see Mike McCartney on the 
patio after Sunday services if you 
might be interested! ❖

June 28, Pam Cutkosky presented 
thank you gifts to Rev. Doug and 
Ellie Norris, who served as interim 
for eight months. Worship was 
followed by a farewell feast! 
Photos by Ben Conway
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
➜ Masks are recommended for in-person 
activities. Some activities meet online via Zoom, 
as noted. Hybrid activities can be attended in 
person or via Zoom. 

➜ Church office hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Doors are kept locked. Please 
phone the office or ring the electronic door bell to 
be admitted. Masks are recommended.

Sundays
9:30 a.m. Summer Choir, one-time 

rehearsal for the morning’s anthem
10:45 a.m. Worship, in person and live-

streamed. Check firstpaloalto.com
or Friday e-news for the link. 

11:45 a.m. Snack ’n Chat (after worship)
12:15 p.m. Couples Group, alternate Sundays
6:00 p.m. Covenant Class (Zoom) 

Mondays
7:00 p.m. Social Justice movie discussions 

(Zoom) See e-news for details. 
7:00 p.m. Fiume di Musica Rehearsal

Tuesdays
9:50 a.m. Walking Group
Noon Current Affairs Fellowship (Zoom) 

Wednesdays
7:00 p.m. Upstream Contemporary Worship is 

on summer break until Aug. 9

Thursdays
1:00 p.m. Call to Prayer

Information for the next issue of the 
Insights newsletter is due August 20.
Photos of church events are accepted at any 
time. Include photographer’s name, date of 
the photo, and a brief description of the event. 
Everything is subject to editing. Please send 
your submissions via email to Insights Editor 
Michele W. Conway: insightsfirstpa@gmail.com 
or bring them to the church office. Thank you!

http://firstpaloalto.com/
https://firstpaloalto.com/giving/
mailto:insightsfirstpa@gmail.com
https://firstpaloalto.com/giving/
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