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Soup’s On: Stirring 
Up Fellowship Oct. 1
The hospitality team is planning 
our traditional soup and bread 
lunch after worship on World 
Communion Sunday, Oct. 1. We 
want you to plan on staying after 
worship for this delicious chance 
to be in fellowship together.

Can you contribute a pot of soup? 
We need eight.
Cookies? We need 
about eight dozen. 
Can you contribute 
a loaf of sliced bread 
or rolls? Can you help serve? 
We need you!

Please contact Seasonal Events 
Coordinator Pam Cutkosky at 
pamelareasner@yahoo.com or 
650-328-5208 if you can help 
with this event. 

During worship Oct. 1, we will 
join other denominations and 
believers worldwide in 
communion to recognize our 
unity in Jesus Christ. 

On World Communion Sunday, 
the UMC collects a special 
offering which supports racial 
and ethnic scholarships for 
students pursuing ministry and 
leadership training in the U.S. 
and around the world. ❖

mailto:cyfministries@firstpaloalto.com
mailto:pamelareasner@yahoo.com
mailto:cyfministries@firstpaloalto.com
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Join a Meet & Greet
Your Staff Parish Relations 
Committee has been organizing 
small-group gatherings—meet & 
greets—at church members’ 
homes so the congregation can 
get to know Pastor Burke and his 
wife, Caroline. We’ve had seven, 
and three more are scheduled in 
September. There’s space for you.

Enjoy food, fellowship, and the 
chance to tell the Owenses your 
story and what FUMC means to 
you. Contact Pam Cutkosky at 
pamelareasner@yahoo.com or 
650-328-5208 or Carol Kumer at 
carolkumer@sbcglobal.net or 
650-494-0365. They’ll connect 
you with a meet & greet host. ❖

mailto:pamelareasner@yahoo.com
mailto:cyfministries@firstpaloalto.com
mailto:carolkumer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pamelareasner@yahoo.com
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New Dates, Location 
Set for Jurisdictional 
Trial of Bishop Carcaño
Presiding Officer Bishop Alfred 
Gwinn has announced that the 
jurisdictional trial in which 
Bishop Minerva Carcaño is 
Respondent will be held in the 
North Central Jurisdiction of The 
United Methodist Church. 

Bishop Frank Beard, President of 
the North Central Jurisdictional 
College of Bishops, said the trial 
will take place at Wespath 
Benefits and Investments 
headquarters in the Chicago 
suburb of Glenview, Illinois. He 
will assist all active North Central 
jurisdictional bishops in selecting 
approximately 50 jurors from 
throughout the jurisdiction.

The trial will begin Sept. 19, 2023 
as agreed upon by all involved 
parties, and will continue for four 
days. ❖

The cross in the Byron St. parking 
lot got a fresh coat of paint in 
August. Photo by Susan Stephens
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Discipleship 
Opportunities
by Mike McCartney, 
Discipleship Chair

Habitat for Humanity will have 
monthly work days at their 
Walnut Creek multi-family 
construction project on the 
following Saturdays: Sept. 23, 
Oct. 28, Nov. 11, Dec. 12.

Rebuilding Together Silicon 
Valley will be painting low-
income homes and mobile homes 
at multiple locations in Silicon 
Valley on Saturday, Oct. 28.

Note that these activities all 
require that we schedule in 
advance. If you would like to 
participate, contact me after 
church on Sundays, or call or 
email (510-299-3161, 
mfmccartney550@cs.com).

Be sure to stop by the 
Discipleship information table on 
the patio after worship Sept. 10, 
Rally Day, to learn more. ❖. 

Find Sports Fiction for Kids in the Church Library
by Char Cutkosky

Start off the school year with some sporty reads, recommended in the New York Times 
book review by kids, for kids.

Baseball Genius by NFL defensive Tim Green and baseball World Series winner Derek 
Jeter follows preteen Jalen, whose family is struggling financially and unable to support 
his baseball playing. When Jalen attempts to steal signed baseballs from famed second 
baseman James Yager, Yager catches him, but discovers Jalen has a hidden talent for 
analyzing pitches—and for sniffing out the treachery of his team’s current manager.

The Comeback by E.L. Shen is set in the world of junior figure skating. Twelve-year-old 
Maxine is a dedicated and brilliant figure skater, but off the rink she’s struggling with 
anti-Asian racism and bullying at school. When a new girl, Hollie, joins the rink, Maxine 
first sees her as a rival—but could she be a friend, ally, and supporter instead?

As always, happy reading FUMCPA!

https://www.calpacumc.org/lahainarelief/
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/901670/
mailto:mfmccartney550@cs.com
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October Poetry Salon 
I am a great lover of poetry, especially of 
mystical poetry from religious traditions 
around the world. Previously, I have 
presented poetry salons where various 
poets’ work is read, interspersed with live 
music, creating a sacred space where the 
spirit can move and inspire us. I will look 
forward to sharing this with any who are 
interested sometime in October. More 
information to come soon!  
—Pastor Burke

Mt. Shasta from Heart Lake trail, August 2023. 
Photo by Burke Owens

mailto:cyfministries@firstpaloalto.com
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“While I’ve admired Bishop 
Talbert for years, serving as the 
interim bishop of the California-
Nevada Annual Conference 
has further deepened my 
appreciation for his leadership 
and ministry. He was the 
episcopal leader for 12 years, and 
during those critical times in the 
church—especially related to the 
full inclusion of all people—he 
embedded a tone and foundation 
of ‘all means all’ through his 
understanding of ‘biblical 
obedience and ecclesiastical 
disobedience.’” —Retired Bishop 
Sally Dyck, Interim bishop for 
the San Francisco Episcopal Area 
❖

Bishop Talbert from page 8

http://www.siblingcitiesusa.org/events
https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0oc--urD8jHtSNUpbVsFy1plF61jkppnwT#/registration
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The Finance Committee thanks you for your generous and gracious 
support and requests that you continue to keep your pledges 
current. Please direct inquiries to Lou Bellardo: lou@bellardo.com
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4 Labor Day
Church office closed

5 SPRC, 7:00 p.m. (Zoom)

10 Rally Day, Sunday school resumes at 10:00 a.m.
  Food and fellowship on the patio after worship
Fellowship Friends, 5:00 p.m.

12 Trustees, 7:30 p.m. (Zoom)

17 Couples Group resumes after summer break, 
12:15 p.m.

19 Finance, 7:30 p.m. (Zoom)

20 Insights deadline for October issue

21 UWF Salad Potluck, 11:00 a.m.

Don’t forget! World Communion Sunday, with special 
offering and soup lunch, is Oct. 1.

Information for the next issue of the 
Insights newsletter is due Sept. 20.
Photos of church events are accepted at any 
time. Include photographer’s name, date of 
the photo, and a brief description of the event. 
Everything is subject to editing. Please send 
your submissions via email to Insights Editor 
Michele W. Conway: insightsfirstpa@gmail.com 
or bring them to the church office. Thank you!

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
➜ Masks are recommended for in-person 
activities. Some activities meet online via Zoom, 
as noted. Hybrid activities can be attended in 
person or via Zoom. 

➜ Church office hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Doors are kept locked. 
Please phone the office or ring the electronic door 
bell to be admitted. Masks are recommended.

Sundays
10:00 a.m. Sunday School for ages 3-11
10:45 a.m. Worship, in person and live-

streamed. Check firstpaloalto.com
or Friday e-news for the link. 

11:45 a.m. Snack ’n Chat (after worship)
12:15 p.m. Couples Group, alternate Sundays
6:00 p.m. Covenant Class (Zoom) 

Mondays
7:00 p.m. Social Justice movie discussions 

(Zoom) See e-news for details. 
7:00 p.m. Fiume di Musica Rehearsal

Tuesdays
8:50 a.m. Walking Group
Noon Current Affairs Fellowship (Zoom) 

Wednesdays
7:00 p.m. Upstream Contemporary Worship 

Thursdays
1:00 p.m. Call to Prayer
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

http://firstpaloalto.com/
mailto:insightsfirstpa@gmail.com
https://firstpaloalto.com/giving/
https://firstpaloalto.com/giving/
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