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FIRST PALO ALTO

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Announcements for the week of
May 21, 2023

Thank you to Patty Bellardo for this week's nature pic!
Have a nature pic you'd like featured in the enews? Email Char at charlotte@firstpaloalto.com

Sunday May 21, 2023
Seventh Sunday of Easter

Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:3-7
Preaching: Reverend Doug Norris

Message: Needing Grandparents

Worship is Sundays at 10:45 AM
Sunday School for ages 3-11 is Sundays at 10 AM.
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Parking is available in our back lot, on the street,
and in the city garage off Webster Street.
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Rev. Douglas Norris Rev. Gerardo Garcia Palacios
Interim Pastor Director of Children, Youth &
Family Ministries
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Church Conference June 4 -
Your Vote Is Important!

After the worship service on Sunday, June 4, all church members
are encouraged to attend an in-person Church Conference at 12:15
p-m. in Fellowship Hall. Rev. Doug Norris will preside.

The main agenda items are:
e Voting on the slate of new officers and committee positions
presented by the Committee on Lay Leadership.

e Voting on Pastor Compensation for our incoming new pastor,
Rev. Burke Owens.

Hotel de Zink (UPDATES!)

Sign up to provide meals for Hotel de Zink in June. The electronic

sign-up sheet is now open, and a paper sign-up will be available on
the Patio after Sunday worship.

During the month of June, we serve a hot meal each night to 20
people enrolled in this LifeMoves program that helps people towards




employment, housing, and mental health. Learn more here.

Please arrive in the parking lot at 7:30 PM with your meal ready to
serve.

Weekend breakfast-to-go providers and one more Weekly
Coordinator are also needed.

UWF Hotel de Zink Donations

The UWF (United Women of Faith) is collecting hand towels,
facecloths and travel-size toiletries for welcome bags to present to
Hotel de Zink participants in June. You can drop off towels and
facecloths in the narthex on Sunday mornings in May. If you can
contribute toiletries, see Nancy Glaser on the patio after worship and
check the list for what is needed.



https://www.lifemoves.org/directory/hotel-de-zink/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040F44AEAF2EA3F49-hotel3

First United Methodist Church of Palo Alto

A little «
break.

A quiet half hour in our
sanctuary to meditate, pray,
or simply catch your breath.

All are welcome. ’
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625 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto
corner of Hamilton and Webster

Thursday Meditations: Last Session Before Summer

Thursday, May 25, will be the final day when the sanctuary will be
open from 12:30 to 1:00 for friends and neighbors who wish to
meditate, pray, or simply enjoy a few moments of quiet
contemplation in a holy place -- with quiet, evocative organ music by
Diane Keller. During the summer months of June, July, and August,
we will be suspending our Thursday Meditations program.
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Welcoming Our New Pastor

To help Pastor Burke and Caroline Owens get to know us as
individuals and help us get to know them, SPRC is organizing small
group get-togethers at members' homes in July and August.

Could you host a group get-together? Here's the idea:

Each gathering would include 8-10 people, including Pastor Burke
and Caroline. You would provide light snacks and beverages. Best
times are mid-morning or mid-afternoon.

If you are willing to host a get-together, or have questions, contact
Pamela Cutkosky pamelareasner@yahoo.com or Carol Kumer
carolkumer@sbcglobal.net.



mailto:pamelareasner@yahoo.com
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SUMMER 2023

HERO HOTLINE!

Saturday July 8 | 10 - 3 PM
Ages 4 - 11 Registration deadline: June 18

QUESTIONS? CONTACT CYFMINISTRIESeFIRSTPALOALTO.COM

Vacation Bible School: Hero Hotline
July 8, 10 AM -3 PM

This year’s theme is "Hero Hotline: Called together to serve God." All
kids ages 4-11 are welcome!

We're looking for volunteers to help plan and staff our one-day VBS
experience. If you're interested in helping out, email Pastor Gerardo

at cyfministries@firstpaloalto.com.

RSVP for
VBS!

In-Person Fellowship:

Tuesday Walking Group - 9:50 AM

May walks meet at San Antonio and Terminal Blvd. in Mountain View
at the Palo Alto Baylands Nature Preserve Trailhead

Take San Antonio Road exit toward the Bay, to Terminal Blvd. We
meet up near the restroom.



mailto:cyfministries@firstpaloalto.com
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Be there at 9:50 AM and start walking at 10 AM.
Our walk is about 1.5 hours and 3 miles.
No animals please.

Book Study:

Do | Stay
Christian?

-

A GUIDE FOR THE DOUBTERS,
THE DISAPPOINTED,
AND THE DISILLUSIONED

&

BRIAN D. McLAREN
Author of Faith After Doubt

Covenant Class
Sundays, 6 PM on Zoom

The Covenant Class is reading a book Bob Olmstead recommended
to us: Do I Stay Christian? by Brian McLaren. It is a guide for the
doubters, the disappointed, and the disillusioned. The class meets
Sunday evenings at 6:00 on Zoom.

Spirit guide McLaren addresses in public the powerful question that
surprising numbers of people—including pastors, priests, and other
religious leaders—are asking in private: Do I Stay Christian?
Combining his own experience with that of thousands who have
confided in him, McLaren helps readers make a responsible, honest,
ethical decision about their religious identity.

McLaren maintains there is a way to say both yes and no to the
question whether we stay Christian by shifting the focus instead on
how we stay human. Just because we can see all the hurt that’s
been caused in Jesus’ name, we don’t have to say no to Jesus. This
book provides a map for finding what lies beyond. McLaren
articulates the urgent and critical questions for the church in these
hot-mess times.

If you'd like to join the class, please contact Linda Grossman at 650-
814-8779 or planaap@aol.com.

The book can be purchased from Amazon or Book Depository and
is available on Amazon Kindle.
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Monday Evening Bible Study
Mondays, 7:15 PM on Zoom

We welcome newcomers to our Monday Night Bible Study. We are
now starting at 7:15 PM with sharing our week and the class begins
at 7:30 PM and is over at 9 PM. We are reading The Difficult Words
of Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine. Let Janet Nicholls know if you would like
to join us and she will arrange to get you a book and the Zoom site
for the class, as we are continuing to meet online. Contact Janet
Nicholls at 650 814 0278 or sweetjanet@aol.com.

Sermon Scripture Study
Wednesdays, 12 PM on Zoom



mailto:sweetjanet@aol.com

You are invited to join the weekly Scripture Study Class. Feel free to
enjoy your sandwich while we talk. The Scripture lesson for the
upcoming Sunday’s sermon will be studied. Your views, observations
and suggested illustrations will be appreciated.

Zoom: https://usO02web.zoom.us/j/82418569531?
pwd=S2I6NzQ2SHpRNXhJOWQ3ZFp5dV1Gdz09

Online Worship:

Wednesday Contemporary Worship - 6:45 PM

Register for

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/upOvfu2hr
TouBEIsjwfK9uPi46HWHORVkw

Sunday Morning - 10:45 AM in the Sanctuary

Livestream on our YouTube here:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuwcySOuQakKQfC7B1
ZEBSw/videos

Online Fellowship:

Social Action Movie Night - Monday at 7:00 PM

This week's movie is Shawshank Redemption, available on Amazon
Prime.
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Watch the movie at your leisure, then join the discussion on
Monday. This week, email Linda Grossman at planaap@aol.com for
Zoom details.

Andy Dufresne (Tim Robbins) is sentenced to two consecutive life terms in
prison for the murders of his wife and her lover and is sentenced to a tough
prison. However, only Andy knows he didn't commit the crimes. While there,
he forms a friendship with Red (Morgan Freeman), experiences the brutality
of prison life, adapts, helps the warden, all in 19 years.

Current Affairs Fellowship Group - Tue at 12 PM

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83859750584?
pwd=SHVJIJU3pPM2tPSO0x4TXdGOFIwYmhrUTO09

Password: 672549

All are welcome to join this online group! Each person is encouraged
to bring one topic to the meeting and speak for two or three
minutes. Find articles in the paper or journals, or summarize a
significant event by bringing together several sources.

COVID Safety Policy:

Masks Strongly Recommended

The ReOpening Task Force met on March 16 and voted to:

1. Change the indoor mask requirement to a recommendation:
"Masks are strongly recommended for indoor in-person FUMCPA
activities, including worship."

2. Allow small groups meeting at church to establish their own
policies for mask use within the group.

3. Strongly recommend, but no longer require, masks during office
hours Monday - Friday 9AM - 4PM, for visitors, vendors, and
others who enter the facility.

The task force will meet again in the fall to evaluate circumstances
at that time (with some experts predicting a "Covid season"); or
should there be significant changes in Covid hospitalizations, new
variants, or new interventions by the City, County or State in the
interim.

Thank you for keeping our congregation, employees, volunteers,
vendors, First School students, and community safe and healthy over
the course of the pandemic.

Prayer List

We lift the names of those asking for prayer, with
thanksgiving for the healing already being received:
Amanda (Debbie Krueger's daughter), Artemas, Don & Jennifer
(Janet Nicholls’ friends), Julie Ashton, Patty Bellardo, Mona
Blackburn, Tim Breen, Cheryl & Kevin Brunk, Pamela Burnham
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(friend of Patty Bellardo's), Daisy and Mary, Candelaria Castaneda
(friend of Bill Davidson), Paige Finn, Kirstin Glaser-Noll, Don

Grant, Jacquline Harding, Will Haynes, Jerry Johnson, Diya Kumari
and her children, Phebe L. and her family, Ruth Letts, Maiko Masuda-
Stephens (Susan's sister-in-law), Diane Mazuera’s father, Mehri
Namdarian, Nancy Olson, Joanne Perry, Rodko family, Susil
Sadanandam, Richard Singleton, Blake Stafford, Emilie Sweet, Janni
Yuen, Jo Zimmerman, the Zocatelli family

Click here: http://www.firstpaloalto.com/prayers.shtml to add
your name to this list and view our "ongoing prayer list" (for persons
who are homebound, battling long-term illness, or serving overseas),
or contact the church office.

Our electronic giving page is open!
Whether you are a long time member, or just joined us, you can

give with just a few clicks. As always, your generosity makes our
mission possible! Thank you!
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