Good morning! Please click here if you would like to submit a prayer request.
Welcome

Reverend Dr. Debra Murray

Prelude

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Hymn

Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying
"Wake, awake, for night is flying,"
the watchmen on the heights are crying;
"Awake, Jerusalem, at last!"
Midnight hears the welcome voices
and at the thrilling cry rejoices:
"Come forth, ye virgins, night is past
The Bridegroom comes: Awake!
Your lamps with gladness take!
Alleluia!
And for his marriage feast prepare.
For ye must go and meet him there!"
Zion hears the watchmen singing,
and in her heart new joy is springing.
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
For her Lord comes down all-glorious
the strong in grace, in truth victorious.
Her star is risen, her light is come!
Ah come, Thou Blessed One,
God's own beloved Son.
Alleluia!
We follow till the halls we see;
Where Thou hast bid us sup with thee.

Daniel E. Gawthrop (b. 1949)
UMH 720

Now let all the heavens adore Thee,
the saints and angels sing before Thee
with harp and cymbals' clearest tone.
Of one pearl each shining portal,
where we are with the choir immortal
of angels round Thy dazzling throne.
Nor eye hath seen,
nor ear hath yet attained to hear
what there is ours;
but we rejoice and sing to Thee
sing shouts of joy eternally!

Life of the Community
The Joy of Giving
Call to Worship
One: The power of dreams lies in waking up.
For when we close our eyes,
All: We can see a better world.
One: When we close our eyes,
All: We can dream a better dream.
One: But when we open our eyes,
All: We begin the work of faith.
One: The power of worship is the same.
When we enter this time,
All: We can see a better world.

One: When we enter this time,
All: We dream a better dream.
One: But when we leave this time,
All: We begin the work of faith.
One: So come in. Dream your dream.
All: Find hope here.
One: For in an hour,
All: We will begin the work of faith.
One: Let it be so.

Lighting the Advent Candle

Thomas & Tompkin Family
O Come, O Come Emmanuel

UMH 211 vs 1

A: I dream of sunflower fields.
B: I dream of key lime pie with a mile-high meringue.
A: I dream of the days when we could be part of a crowd.
B: I dream of snow days.
A: I dream of empty beds in jail cells.
B: I dream of a world that will let kids be kids.
A: I dream of full tables instead of empty bellies.
B: I dream of schools with enough money to teach.
A: I dream of parents with enough money to feed.
B: I dream to keep awake, because if we don’t dream of better days, then we might forget that this is
not what God imagined.
A: So today we light the candle of hope, for hope is the very thing that keeps dreams afloat. Light
candle.
B: May this light be an invitation to keep awake. A: May this light be our invitation to be Advent
people—people who dream. Amen.

Children’s Moment
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Creator in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Scripture
Hymn

Mark 13:24-37
Savior of the Nations, Come

UMH 214 vs. 1, 2, 3

Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin's Son, here make thy home!
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth,
that the Lord chose such a birth.
Not by human flesh and blood,
by the Spirit of our God;
was the Word of God make flesh,
Woman’s offspring pure and fresh.
Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child
of the Virgin undefiled!
Human and divine in one,
eager now his race to run.

Message

Those who dream... keep awake (Hope)

Chuck Hebel
Offertory Prayer
O God, through the gift of dreams, we imagine new possibilities. May our gifts to the ministries of this
faith community help those possibilities become a reality. Accept our generosity, O Lord. Amen.

Offertory

Handbells of First Church

Anthem

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Doxology

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

Closing Hymn

Heralds of Christ

Heralds of Christ, who bear the King's commands,
immortal tidings in your mortal hands,
pass on and carry swift the news you bring;
make straight, make straight the highway of the King.

Leland Sateren (1913-2007)
UMH No. 94
UMH 567

Through desert ways, dark fen, and deep morass,
through jungles, sluggish seas, and mountain pass,
build now the road, and falter not, nor stay;
prepare across the earth the King's highway.

Lord, give us faith and strength the road to build,
to see the promise of the day fulfilled,
when war shall be no more, and strife shall cease
upon the highway of the Prince of Peace.

Benediction
Alleluia
Postlude

UMH 186
Toccata on O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

David C. Pickering (b. 1971)

Virtual Coffee & Chat
Join us after the service for a virtual coffee chat! All are welcome.
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81124350936
Please message Paula McKinney or Pastor Ann for the password.

