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Workspace from page 1
Both Rev. Dr. Debra Murray and
Rev. Ann Duncan – for
connections to volunteers and for
moving out of the Stuart Youth
Center without a complaint.
There are other individuals still
to be tapped to give a hand with
financial planning and reporting,
evaluating the potential of
additional rooms to be converted
for lease in the future.
Charlotte Cutkosky, Hope
Crockett, and I are working to
improve our social media efforts,
upgrading the information on
all the operating income
possibilities on the website,
using targeted messages on
Facebook, and using Next Door
more effectively.
You will be seeing an outside
banner on our church property
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soon announcing FIRST Workspace with contact information to learn
more about the rental spaces. Please spread the word to friends,
neighbors, and colleagues alike. The only restriction for leasing these
spaces is that the organization must be a qualified 501(c)(3)
organization.
If you are interested in volunteering your talents with First Workspace,
please let Nancy Glaser know at her email: glasernancy@gmail.com ❖

(From left) Bill Nicholls, Nancy Glaser, Ruthie Waters, and Janet Nicholls
sort out supplies that had been stored in the rooms that will be rented
to nonprofit organizations.
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Optimism Is
Grounded in Hope
“I am fundamentally an
optimist,” said anti-apartheid
leader Nelson Mandela. “Part of
being optimistic is keeping one’s
head pointed toward the sun,
one’s feet moving forward. There
were many dark moments when
my faith in humanity was sorely
tested, but I would not and could
not give myself up to despair.”
Some say optimism is naïve, and
distinguish it from hope. But
Mandela’s 27 years in prison and
other sufferings would indicate
that, in his case, optimism is
anchored in deep hope.
Our hope is grounded in God’s
power to bring life from death,
primarily in Jesus’ resurrection,
and in other acts of deliverance.
God brings joy from sorrow,
healing from brokenness, love
from hate. We can’t fathom what
goodness awaits us down the
road. (Could Mandela, in prison,
imagine becoming South Africa’s
first black president?!) So we
keep looking up and moving
forward. Such optimism is rooted
in profound hope — and is a gift
of God.
The Newsletter Newsletter, Sept. 2020
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Stay Connected, from page

Disaster Relief Team Is at Work
Director of Disaster Response for the UMC California-Nevada
Conference, Sonja Edd-Bennett, is working with those coordinating
efforts on the ground this fire season in each of the currently affected
areas. There are many ways to be part of the solution during any
disaster. She has listed several important options below.

Prayer
Pray for all those whose lives have been impacted by these fires,
including firefighters, relief workers, and those who are survivors of
previous fires.

Cash Donations
Cash is the most flexible and manageable way to donate to response
and recovery. Consider donating online to California Nevada Annual
Conference Disaster Fund (cnumc.org) and UMCOR Advance #901670
(advance.umcor.org), or mail a check with a memo to the church
office.

Relief Supply Kits

The congregation rallied in August
to collect items requested for
people evacuated from the fire
zones in Santa Cruz and San
Mateo counties.
Photos by Ann Duncan
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The conference is collecting hygiene kits, school kits, and fire buckets/
cleaning buckets to help those affected. The kits will be housed at the
conference office and distributed as requests come in. If you are
interested in assembling these relief supply kits, please contact
disaster@calnevumc.org.

Whoa!
During this and all times of disaster, please refrain from collecting and
sending donations that have not been specifically requested.
From cnumc.org
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9/02/1965 Bud & Judy Buttrill
9/12/1971 Simione & Salome
Bikai
9/06/1975 Lou & Patty Bellardo
9/15/1979 Rick & Diane Allen
9/04/1982 Rick & Trish Riley
9/08/2013 Michael & Ann Reddick
9/13/2018 Patrick & Coreen Riley

9/01
9/01
9/02
9/03
9/03
9/04
9/05
9/06
9/06
9/08
9/08
9/11
9/14
9/16
9/16
9/19

Elsa Nimmo
Tanya Buxton
Caroline Bowker
Jill Perry
Graeme Crangle-Hall
Chuck Roberts
Annie Edwards
Coral Baglin
Annette Rahn
Bernice Smoll
Jill Kispert
Stephen Black
Will Buxton
Mark Cutkosky
Linda Suzuki
William Hickman

9/19
9/20
9/21
9/21
9/23
9/23
9/26
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/28
9/29
9/29
9/29
9/30

Jim Gibbons
Emma Keep
Patricia Collman
Sally Irizarry
Ben Hickman
Lino Bailon
Sara Salsbury
Brian Hamachek
Peter Michel
Sandra Wilson
Karen Paulsen
Marshall Serkes
Ellery Price
Owen Price
Bob Chatfield

The Finance Committee thanks you for your generous and gracious
support and requests that you continue to keep your pledges
current. Please direct inquiries to Lou Bellardo: lou@bellardo.com
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
➜ All activities are via Zoom except Sunday
worship which is available on Facebook and
YouTube.
➜ The church office is operating remotely and
can be contacted by phone or email.

Sundays
9:30 a.m.

Bible Study

10:45 a.m.

Worship, live streamed and prerecorded. Find links at
firstpaloalto.com.
Virtual Coffee Hour, after worship
Time TBD Sunday School (begins Sept. 20)
12:30 p.m. Community Affairs small
group

Mondays
7:00 p.m.
1

SPRC, Zoom meeting, 7:00 p.m.

8

Trustees, Zoom meeting, 7:30 p.m.

Social Justice team hosts movie
discussions. See the church e-news
for movie details.
Bible Study small group

13

Rally Day in the Park, 2:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

15

Finance, Zoom meeting, 7:30 p.m.

Tuesdays

20

Town Hall, Zoom event: “Rigged” screening and
Q&A with producer, 7:00 p.m.

Noon
2 p.m.

20

Insights deadline for October issue

Wednesdays

22

Church Council, 7:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Community Chats & Check In
Bible Study, Channing House
Upstream Bible Study and
Contemporary Worship Service

Thursdays
Noon
8:00 p.m.

Community Chats & Check In
Chancel Choir

Our electronic giving page is always open! Give at
firstpaloalto.com/give or text Give to 1-650-3766784 for a link with instructions. Your generosity
makes our mission possible. Thank you!
Information for the next edition of the
Insights newsletter is due Sept. 20.
Photos of church events are accepted at any time.
Include photographer’s name, date of photo, and
brief description of the event. Everything is
subject to editing. Please send submissions to
Insights editor Michele W. Conway:
insightsfirstpa@gmail.com Thank you!
INSIGHTS September 2020
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Inside this issue of INSIGHTS

SEPTEMBER 2020
• “Rigged” Town Hall, p.1
• First Workspace, p. 1
• Rally Day, p. 3
• Compassion Camp, p. 5
• Disaster Relief, p. 6
Next INSIGHTS deadline: Sept. 20

