
Welcome               Reverend Dr. Debra Murray 

 

Prelude    Let Us Break Bread Together   Dale Wood (1934-2003) 

 

Hymn      Gather Us In        FWS 2236 

 

 Here in this place new light is streaming 

 Now is the darkness vanished away 

 See in this space our fears and our dreamings 

 Brought here to you in the light of this day 

 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken 

 Gather us in, the blind and the lame 

 Call to us now and we shall awaken 

 We shall arise at the sound of our name 

 

 Here we will take the wine and the water 

 Here we will take the bread of new birth 

 Here you shall call your sons and your daughters 

 Call us anew to be salt for the earth 

 Give us to drink the wine of compassion 

 Give us to eat the bread that is you 

 Nourish us well and teach us to fashion 

 Lives that are holy and hearts that are true 

 

Life of the Community    

 

Call to Worship           

 Welcome to worship this day! 
 We have come to be with God! 
 

 Some have come seeking; some have come struggling 
 Lord, be with each one of us today. Feed our hearts and souls with your transforming love. 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF PALO ALTO 

Not in the dark of buildings confining 

Not in some heaven light years away 

But here in this place the new light is shining 

Now is the kingdom, now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever 

Gather us in and make us your own 

Gather us in, all peoples together 

Fire of love in our flesh and our bones 

Fire of love in our flesh and our bones  



 God is truly with you all today, guiding, lifting, feeding, restoring your souls. 
 Praise be to God who continually abides with us. 
 

Children’s Moment            Reverend Ann Duncan 

 

Anthem    Precious Lord, Take My Hand      Allen / Ringwald 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand 

Lead me on, let me stand 

I'm tired, I'm weak, I'm lone 

Through the storm, through the night 

Lead me on to the light 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 
 

When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near 

When my light is almost gone 

Hear my cry, hear my call 

Hold my hand lest I fall 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 
 

When the darkness appears and the night draws near 

And the day is past and gone 

At the river I stand 

Guide my feet, hold my hand 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand 

Lead me on, let me stand 

I'm tired, I'm weak, I'm lone 

Through the storm, through the night 

Lead me on to the light 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 

(Lead me home) 

 

Pastoral Prayer              Reverend Dr. Debra Murray 
 

 Loving God, we come to you today as children to a parent, eager to share their joys and concerns. 
We are grateful to open our eyes to the dawning of another day. The 156,000 COVID-19 related deaths re-
mind us of the value and vapor or our existence. We ask you to comfort the loved ones left feeling the grief of 
their loss and absence of their presence. Resurrect memories of their love together and assurance of your 
love for them today and forever. Almighty God, we thank you for the prophets who have gone to sleep but 
rested not in the wake of injustice. Be with us as you were with them. Allow us to take up where they left off in 
ushering in the kingdom of God on earth. 
 

 Loving God, we thank you for the opportunity to be a Christian and a member of the Beloved Commu-
nity, and the resurrection power it holds. We thank you for giving us the gift of grit and resilience to relentless-
ly pursue love and justice for all. We delight in healing the hurting, feeding the hungry, and providing shelter 
for the homeless . May we tirelessly exercise our voting rights to remove the people and policies which 
threaten them. Allow us to get in good trouble, the necessary trouble, to pull down all the strongholds of evil. 
May we protest them nonviolently. And when we are weary and cannot see our way forward, after we have 
done all that we can do, loving Savior, send us angels to revive our souls, and refresh our spirits. Renew our 
minds and restore us with your tender mercy and loving grace. For it is your desire to give us the kingdom. 
Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Creator in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Scripture      Joshua 1:1-7 

 

Hymn       The Summons         FWS 2130, vs. 1,4,5 

 

 Will you come and follow me 

 If I but call your name? 

 Will you go where you don't know 

 And never be the same? 

 Will you let my love be shown, 

 Will you let my name be known, 

 Will you let my life be grown 

 In you and you in me? 
 

 Will you love the 'you' you hide 

 If I but call your name? 

 Will you quell the fear inside 

 And never be the same? 

 Will you use the faith you've found 

 To reshape the world around, 

 Through my sight and touch and sound 

 In you and you in me? 

 

Message    New Rules for New Reality         Reverend Dr. Debra Murray 

 

Communion Liturgy 

 

Invitation to the Offering             Reverend Dr. Debra Murray 

 

Offertory Prayer           
 

 With great joy, we present these tithes and gifts for the ministry of this church. May they reach a world 

that hungers and thirsts for love and peace. Be with each of us as we, too, commit ourselves to lives of joyful, 

thankful service. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Lord, your summons echoes true 

When you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you 

And never be the same. 

In your company I'll go 

Where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow 

In you and you in me.  



Offertory     Go Down, Moses            Alfred V. Fedak (b. 1953) 

 

Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow           UMH No. 94 

 

Closing Hymn    Great Is Thy Faithfulness       UMH 140 

 

 “Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father, 

 There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

 Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 

 As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.  
 

 “Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!” 

 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

 All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 

 “Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me!  
 

Benediction               Reverend Dr. Debra Murray 
 

 Receive the Good News of Jesus Christ with benediction. Go with the corrected lenses of the God the 

 Father, Jesus Christ the Son and the leading of the Holy Spirit calling upon your highest and best 

 selves to make “Good Trouble” wherever you go, demonstrating that the way of peace, the way of 

 love and nonviolence, is the more excellent way. Through love let freedom ring. Amen.  

 

Alleluia               UMH 186 

 

Postlude    Trumpet Processional in G Major    David German (b. 1954) 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.  
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  


