
Welcome               Reverend Dr. Debra Murray 

 

Prelude     Invocation in Bb Major Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911) 

 

Hymn      How Firm a Foundation        UMH No. 529 1,4 & 5 

 

 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord 

 Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word 

 What more can He say than to you He hath said 

 To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled  

 

 When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie 

 My grace all sufficient shall be thy supply 

 The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

 Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine 

 

 The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose 

 I will not, I will not desert to its foes 

 That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake 

 I’ll never, no never, no never forsake 

 

Life of the Community    

 

Call to Worship           

 The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed. 
 It is a small seed, but has some surprises in store for us. 
 

 When it is grown, it is a very large shrub. 
 Even the birds can find places in its branches for their nests. 
 

 God’s transforming love begins in small ways to enter our hearts. 
 Lord, plant those amazing seeds of transforming love in us that they may grow into deeds of 
 service to others in your name. 
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Children’s Moment            Reverend Ann Duncan 

 

Anthem   Now Let Us All Praise God and Sing       Gordon Young (1919-1998) 

 

Pastoral Prayer              Reverend Dr. Debra Murray 
 

 God, of majesty and miracles. We praise you for The Holy Spirit who reminds us of your unfailing love 
for us. Sometimes we are inclined to focus on the big picture and forget that change comes in the smallest of 
ways: in our hearts, our spirits, and in our actions. Loving God, we have gathered here this day coming from 
different experiences to hear your word of healing love. We offer our prayers of healing, forgiveness and sal-
vation for our friends, family, community and our world. 
 We forget about ourselves and withhold ourselves from you. It is often mind boggling to imagine that 
you would find much of real worth in each of us. We think of ourselves as insignificant in your kingdom. But 
you have lavishly poured your love on us. You have placed your seeds of hope and compassion within us; 
you have called us the treasure that is meant to enrich the world, the tree that brings shelter to all. Help the 
seeds you have planted within us to grow confidence in your presence, that we dare to step out in faith; to 
work for you in places of need and strife; and to witness to your love in all that we do, proclaiming your pres-
ence with our mouths and our actions. Holy Spirit we accept your guidance, your forgiveness, and courage to 
be at work in your kingdom. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Creator in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Scripture     Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

Hymn      He Leadeth Me    UMH No. 128 2&4 

 

 Refrain: 

 He leadeth me, he leadeth me; 

 by his own hand he leadeth me: 

 his faithful follower I would be, 

 for by his hand he leadeth me. 

 

 Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom, 

 sometimes where Eden's flowers bloom, 

 by waters calm, o'er troubled sea, 

 still 'tis his hand that leadeth me. Refrain 

And when my task on earth is done, 

when, by thy grace, the victory's won, 

e'en death's cold wave I will not flee, 

since God through Jordan leadeth me. Refrain 



Message            

 

Invitation to the Offering             Reverend Dr. Debra Murray 

 

Offertory Prayer           
 

 Lord, give us the opportunity to share from our bounty for the ministries of our church. Receive our 

 gifts and our lives so that all may know Christ’s redeeming love. May all of these blessings enlarge 

 your kingdom in this world. In Christ’s Name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory     He Leadeth Me          Charles Callahan (b.1951) 

 

Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow           UMH No. 94 

 

Closing Hymn   The Voice of God is Calling  UMH, No. 436 vs 1,4 & 5 

 

 The voice of God is calling 

 its summons in our day; 

 Isaiah heard in Zion, 

 and we now hear God say: 

 “Whom shall I send to succor 

 my people in their need? 

 Whom shall I send to loosen 

 the bonds of shame and greed?” 
 

 We heed, O Lord, your summons, 

 and answer: Here are we! 

 Send us upon your errand, 

 let us your servants be. 

 Our strength is dust and ashes, 

 our years a passing hour; 

 but you can use our weakness 

 to magnify your power. 

 

Benediction               Reverend Dr. Debra Murray 

 Go into the world with the seeds of vitality, vision, and victory in God’s love flowering within your 

 hearts, overflowing into the world and reconciling the lost. Go with patience willing to work with the 

 wheat as well as the weeds. Bring the Good News of God's love wherever you go. May God's people 

 and love go with you always. Amen and be safe. 

 

Alleluia               UMH 186 

 

Postlude     How Firm a Foundation    Dale Wood (1934-2003) 

From ease and plenty save us; 

from pride of place absolve; 

purge us of low desire; 

lift us to high resolve; 

take us, and make us holy; 

teach us your will and way. 

Speak, and behold! we answer; 

command, and we obey! 


