First UMC Palo Alto Kicks Off 125th
Anniversary Year of Celebratory Events
Happy Anniversary! In
January we marked the
125th anniversary of the
founding of our church on
Jan. 7, 1894. A group of us
have been meeting to make
2019 a special year for our
church. Now, we want
Our 125th anniversary celebrations began
everyone to get involved
with the celebration spirit. with cake on Jan. 13. Photo by Ben Conway
Lighting Up the Night: Have you looked up in the night sky lately?
We are Lighting Up the Night by turning on the lights in our sanctuary
from 6 p.m. to midnight for the month. Walk by, with your neighbors
and friends, and look up to see the “jewel” of Palo Alto—our beautiful,
glowing sanctuary windows.
Tour and Concert: Is your gift talking? Consider talking about this
place. We are offering four tours of our building, highlighted by a brief
organ concert. Sign up to be a tour guide and/or serve refreshments.
Tentative dates are March 3, June 2, September 7 and November 2.
May Fȇte Float: Can you imagine yourself riding on a float, doing
the queen’s wave? Or maybe you have carpentry and decorating skills
and get excited about building a float? Either way, we want you! We
are going to ride in the Palo Alto May Fȇte parade May 4 on our very
own float.
Special June Picnic: We are inviting families with connections to
our church to a special picnic—our First School families, our Boy Scout
families, our dance families. Can you be a chef for this very special
invitation picnic?
Gala Dance: Help transform Fellowship Hall for a gala dance in
October. We’ll have a band, desserts and we’ll dance the night away.
(Black tie optional, kicking up your heels required!)
continued on page 4
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW) welcomes all women of
the church. There is something for you in UMW. For more information
contact Nancy Olson, nso2431@icloud.com

Reading Program Is Source of Education and Enjoyment
by Nancy Olson

“The UMW Reading Program has a powerful history and a vital
present. For decades, UMW has been reading as part of our
commitment to learning about the world, deepening our spirituality
and missional engagement, and hearing the voices of women who we
might never meet any other way. Books and magazines are ways that
we broaden our awareness beyond what our study of history and focus
on current events in newspapers and magazines can offer. They are
also ways that we deepen our skills so that we are prepared to respond
to the concerns we see.”
—Harriet Jane Olson, General Secretary, UMW
There is a Reading Program group here at our church. They meet every
other month at a restaurant to enjoy lunch and to talk about the books
they have read and make recommendations. Annually the members
meet to review the list of books being recommended by National UMW
for the upcoming year, decide which books should be purchased and
made available in our own church library. These books are then
available to all church members to check out.

Green Notes from page 7
species that are already facing
extreme pressure from poaching,
habitat destruction and other
threats. For animals already at
high risk of extinction in the wild,
we should be reducing stressors,
not adding stressors like trophy
hunting.
What You Can Do When
reading or hearing news, there is
often an opportunity to take
action on issues of concern. It is
important to take action: write a
letter, make a phone call, vote in
an election, discuss the issue with
family and friends. It is
important not to choose to do
nothing. ❦
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The four advocacy priorities of the UMW are maternal and child
health, climate justice, economic inequality, and mass incarceration
and criminalization of communities of color. We educate ourselves by
reading and acquiring information on need and on ways to be of
service and to bring about positive change.
The 2019 list of recommended books is looking at the history between
the United Methodist Church, the United States and Native people,
Alzheimer’s disease, and the importance of wellness in body and spirit,
as well as the four advocacy priorities. These are challenging topics and
opportunities to expand our knowledge.
We are so privileged to have an excellent library here in our church.
There are books for all ages and interests. Let us read, enjoy, learn.

Anniversary from page 1
Celebration Service: Praise God with guest speakers, music,
dance, and a chance to welcome back past pastors and members who
helped build this vibrant church. The group that’s planning this special
November service capping our celebration year could use your help!

Catch the celebration spirit and get involved! Email our address at
125anniversary@firstpaloalto.com or contact Pam Cutkosky at 650328-5208 to be connected with the event you are most interested in. ❦
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Perspective from page 2
United Methodist clergy and lay people with a simple message, “End the militarization of border
communities and respect the human right to migrate.” The plan was to march to Friendship Park and pray
with migrants on the other side of the fence, an area marked as a no-trespass zone without authorization.
We knew the risk.

At the wall
We walked 1.2 miles through mud and sand with four helicopters and drones flying over us. When we finally
arrived at Friendship Park, border patrols were waiting for us at three strategic locations with their assault
rifles and tear gas: up on a hill, on the water, and on the ground blocking our path to the fence. There was a
standoff that lasted for at least a half-hour between patrols on the ground and the protesters.
Several warnings were blasted through a megaphone, and the patrols began pushing us with their batons.
They were able to touch, push or grab us, but even a slight touch of an officer on our part would have been
an “assault” worthy of a felony, and it was based on their interpretation.
In the moment of intensity as I stood within a foot of a Border Patrol staring into my face, the stories of
struggles I heard from immigrants in the churches in the El Camino Real District came to my mind. I
uttered these words repeatedly, “They too, are children of God. They too, deserve God’s love.” The next thing
I knew, I was pulled forward from the line of protesters, forced on the ground and handcuffed behind my
back. A total of 32 people were arrested that day. Rev. Rolland ‘Rolly’ Loomis was the other United
Methodist pastor arrested.
California-Nevada Conference Bishop Carcaño led all of us through the process from the beginning to the
end by inviting us, teaching us, blessing us, and in the end, led a few United Methodists into the cold water
to kneel down and pray for the migrants. We could not have asked for a better spiritual leader to lead us! On
Dec. 11, at the very place I was arrested, Bishop Carcaño celebrated Las Posadas with Rev. Fanestil, Rev.
Jorge Domingues and hundreds of people from many Christian denominations.

My path to citizenship
It was not long ago, on June 14, 2012, that I attended a ceremony of
naturalization and took an oath to become an American, “I hereby declare, on
oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and
fidelity to any foreign prince…” I knew then that there were millions of
undocumented immigrants fearfully residing in the U.S., and even more with
hope to find a way into the U.S. They would do anything to take my place. Why
was I able to receive a citizenship with relative ease while they are shunned at
every step? I distinctly remember a feeling that this was not a fair process! My
path to citizenship was deemed “legal” simply because my parents had
economic means.
Having gone through the process, I can share with you that the U.S. citizenship
is a process that favors those with money, over the poor. Should this really be
District Superintendent
the criteria for naturalization? It was then I made a deep commitment to
Rev. Shinya Goto was
myself, should there be any opportunity to use the “privilege of citizenship” to
arrested at the U.S./Mexico
offer my voice to the voiceless, I would.
border in December.

I picture in my mind, Jesus who befriended those on the fringes of the society,
even saw himself in their places and said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40 NIV) Friends, there is much work to do, to
share the love of Christ through the world. I invite you to join me in praying for the migrants. ❦
A slightly longer version of this letter appeared in the El Camino Real District Newsletter, Nov-Dec 2018
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by Nancy Olson
Ocean Sanctuary An Antarctic Ocean Sanctuary would provide a
safe haven for penguins, whales, and seals to recover from the
pressures of climate change, pollution, and overfishing. Healthy
oceans also help cycle carbon, so we can avoid the worst effects of
climate change and provide food security for billions of people. No
matter where we are in the world, what happens in the Antarctic
affects us all.
Yellowstone Grizzlies Over 200 Tribal Nations have opposed
delisting of the Yellowstone grizzly population and trophy hunting of
the grizzly, which they consider a sacred relative. Judge Dana
Christensen ruled in favor of Tribal Nations and conservationists in
reinstating Yellowstone grizzlies’ Endangered Species protections,
saving them from Wyoming and Idaho’s trophy hunts. His decision
stated that the federal government had acted “arbitrarily and
capriciously” in removing Endangered Species protections for grizzly
bears in the Yellowstone region last summer.
Fossil Fuels on Public Lands The Administration has opened our
public lands to the fossil fuel industry. The rush to commercial
exploitation has encompassed everything from national monuments to
treasured coastlines, from Arctic wildlife habitats to vast stretches of
public lands in the Lower 48. Plans have been put forward to impose a
dramatic hike in entrance fees to national parks and to slash royalty
fees paid by energy companies to drill in offshore waters.
Sunscreens’ Effect on Coral Reefs Chemical sunscreens serve
to amplify one of the worst effects of climate change in the sea: The
primary cause of coral bleaching is rising sea temperatures, but
sunscreens containing oxybenzone, which becomes more toxic when
exposed to sunlight, contributes to coral bleaching while introducing
other issues to the coral—DNA damage and death among them. There
is some debate about why this matters and what makes coral reefs
important, but everyone agrees that in terms of nominal value, coral
reefs are the most important ecosystem the ocean provides. Whatever
makes coral important, there is an undisputed point of agreement: We
need coral reefs, and we need them healthy.
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Monarch Butterflies The
great annual migration of
monarch butterflies spans the
entire continental United States.
But in just two decades monarch
populations have plummeted 90
perent. Scientists warn the
beloved butterfly could be extinct
in 20 years if conservation efforts
fail. A key reason for the
monarch’s decline is the loss of
their milkweed habitat where the
butterflies lay their eggs and
caterpillars feed. (Request a seed
kit from monarchwatch.org)
Marine Plastic Scientists have
already documented 700 marine
species affected by ocean plastic,
and the research has just begun.
Up to 9 in 10 seabirds, 1 in 3 sea
turtles, and more than half of
whale and dolphin species have
ingested plastic.
Beware Wildlife Council
The Administration has
established the International
Wildlife Conservation Council
(IWCC). Unfortunately, while
this sounds promising, the
Council is almost exclusively
made up of representatives of the
trophy hunting and firearms
industries. Almost everyone
appointed has a vested interest in
making it easier to hunt and kill
threatened and endangered
species, such as elephants,
giraffes and lions, and to make it
easier to bring those animals’
heads, hides, tusks and other
body parts back to the United
States. Among the animals that
often rank high on trophy
hunters’ wish lists are African
continued on page 4
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Philharmonia Baroque
Performs in Our Sanctuary
On Feb. 6 at 7:30 p.m., come away
with Philharmonia Baroque to
Vienna in the early 19th century.
Violin virtuoso Franz Clement has
composed a violin concerto that will
inspire Beethoven to pen one of his
own for Clement. Guest soloist
Rachel Barton Pine was the first to
record the Clement Violin Concerto,
and will reprise her researched
performance with Philharmonia.
Mozart’s Overture to the Marriage of
Figaro and Symphony No.6 in C
major are also on the program.
Nicholas McGegan conducts.
For tickets, call the City Box Office
at 415-252-1288 or order online at
cityboxoffice.com

The Finance Committee thanks you for your generous and gracious
support and requests that you continue to keep your pledges current.
Please direct inquiries to Lou Bellardo: lou@bellardo.com

Dec / Full Year 2018 Income and Expense
Summary-- DRAFT
Income
Total Member Giving
Total Income All Other Sources
Total Income
Expenses
Conference Tithe
Council on Ministries
Staff Parish Relations
Office and Finance
Board of Trustees
Total Expenses
Excess (Deficit) of Income over Expense

Dec 2018
Actual

Actual YTD Budget YTD
2018
2018

Budget Annual
2018

58,981
36,413
95,394

496,345
270,760
767,105

453,707
299,214
752,921

453,707
299,214
752,921

8,946
10,324
31,707
1,776
13,445
66,198

66,186
28,826
408,385
17,176
178,553
699,126

66,712
35,300
457,959
18,400
174,550
752,921

66,712
35,300
457,959
18,400
174,550
752,921

29,196

67,979

0

0

Note: These are VERY preliminary and prior to transfer of expenses from Specific Purpose Accounts back to the
Operating Budget. Those transfers will greatly reduce the surplus.
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Sundays
8:45 a.m.

Upstream Worship, Chapel

9:45 a.m.

Adult Sunday School
Book Study, Wesley room
Children’s Sunday School:
Preschool–K, Butterfly room
1st–5th Grade, Rainbow room

10:45 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Broadcast live online at
firstpaloalto.com/live-webcast/
11:45 p.m.

Snack and Chat

Childcare is available during worship
and Sunday School (8:00 a.m.–12:00
p.m.) in Noah’s Ark room

Mondays
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Breaking Bread
Fiumé di Musica rehearsal

Tuesdays
10:00 a.m. Tuesday Trekkers, San Antonio Rd.
and Terminal Blvd. Call 650-3271428 for information

Wednesdays
10:00 a.m. Bible Study, Channing House, 5th
floor lounge

Thursdays
6:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Handbell rehearsal
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Upstream Community Band
practice

Information for the March edition of the
Insights newsletter is due Feb. 10.
Photos of church events are accepted at any
time. Include photographer’s name, date of the
photo and a brief description of the event.
Everything is subject to editing. Please send
your submissions via email to Insights editor
Michele Conway: insightsfirstpa@gmail.com or
bring them to the church office. Thank you!
INSIGHTS February 2019
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